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This directive shall not apply to any
Liberian national: (1) who is ineligible for
Temporary Protected Status for the reasons
provided in section 244(c)(2)(B) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act; (2) whose re-
moval you determine is in the interest of the
United States; (3) whose presence or activi-
ties in the United States the Secretary of
State has reasonable grounds to believe
would have potentially serious adverse for-
eign policy consequences for the United
States; (4) who voluntarily returned or re-
turns to Liberia or his or her country of last
habitual residence outside the United States;
(5) who was deported, excluded, or removed
prior to the date of this memorandum; or
(6) who is subject to extradition.

These measures shall be taken as of the
date of this memorandum.

William J. Clinton

Memorandum on Transfer of Funds
to the Korean Peninsula Energy
Development Organization
September 28, 2000

Presidential Determination No. 2000–31

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Transfer of Economic Support
Funds, Peacekeeping Operations Funds, and
Foreign Military Financing Funds to the
International Organizations and Programs
Account and Use of Funds to Provide a U.S.
Contribution of $29,407,000 to the Korean
Peninsula Energy Development
Organization (KEDO)

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 610(a) of the Foreign Assistance Act
of 1961, as amended (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby
determine that it is necessary for the pur-
poses of the Act that:

• $2.466 million in funds made available
pursuant to chapter 6 of part II of the
Act for fiscal year 2000;

• $2 million in funds made available pur-
suant to chapter 4 of part II of the Act
for prior fiscal years; and

• $1.534 million in funds made available
pursuant to section 23 of the Arms Ex-

port Control Act, as amended, for fiscal
year 2000,

be transferred to, and consolidated with,
funds made available for chapter 3 of part
I of the Act.

In addition, pursuant to the authority vest-
ed in me by section 614(a)(1) of the Act, I
hereby determine that it is important to the
security interests of the United States to fur-
nish up to:

• $20,307,000 in funds made available
under the title II (Nonproliferation,
Anti-Terrorism, Demining, and Related
Programs) of the Foreign Operations,
Export Financing, and Related Pro-
grams Appropriations Act, 2000, as en-
acted in Public Law 106–113; and

• $9.1 million in funds made available
pursuant to chapter 3 of part I of the
Act for fiscal year 2000, comprised of
$6 million in funds transferred pursuant
to this determination and $3.1 million
in funds otherwise available pursuant to
chapter 3 of part I of the Act,

for assistance to KEDO without regard to
any provision of law within the scope of sec-
tion 614(a)(1) of the Act. I hereby authorize
the furnishing of this assistance.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
transmit this determination to the Congress
and to arrange for its publication in the
Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Remarks at a Reception for
Representative Richard E. Neal
September 28, 2000

Thank you. First of all, after what Richard
Neal said, if I had any sense, I would just
shut up and sit down. [Laughter] I’m de-
lighted to be here with you and Maureen and
the whole clan of your family. And thank you,
Senator Kennedy, for what you said.

I want you to know one thing about Ted
Kennedy. He’s a good friend of mine. I think,
in a lot of ways that I could never even de-
scribe, he’s been there for me and for Hillary,
and he’s just been wonderful. And I’ve just
got 4 months to be President, right? Every
single time, for 8 long years, I have seen him,
he says hello; he is polite; he says hello—
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[laughter]—then, within 30 seconds I get a
card like this. [Laughter] And this card tells
me what I haven’t done as President that I
should have done and that, if I would just
do these things, the whole world would be
a much better place. [Laughter]

I have all these cards. [Laughter] I must
have done 90 things in the last 8 years on
Ted Kennedy’s wish list, and I’m still getting
it. [Laughter] That ought to tell you some-
thing. He’s been there a long time, but he’s
not tired of the job. He is still doing a great
job, and I’m very proud of him. And you
should be proud of him.

I’d like to thank Father Leahy, the presi-
dent of Boston College, for being here. You
know, I’m going to be unemployed after Jan-
uary, and I’m looking for somebody to ask
me to come give a talk every now and then.
[Laughter] They say I’ll get lost on the way
for 3 or 4 months because nobody will play
a song when I walk in a room anymore.
[Laughter] But I’m interested in it.

I’m glad that our FAA Administrator,
James Garvey, has come here in support of
you, Congressman Neal. And your colleague,
Lloyd Doggett, from Texas, is either here or
was here. He and his wife, Libby, they rep-
resent Austin, Texas, and that’s a long way
from Springfield, Massachusetts, but it’s a
great place.

And I want to thank Peter King for com-
ing. I always wonder whether every time I
appear with Peter King, how long he can use
Ireland as an excuse to keep from being
thrown out of the Republican caucus.
[Laughter] But I want to tell you, I love this
guy and his family and his mother. And these
two men have been anchors for America’s
role in the Irish peace process and the sup-
port I’ve gotten in the House of Representa-
tives. And of course, so has Senator Kennedy,
Senator Dodd, and others in the Senate.

But it was, to put it mildly, a sea change
in American foreign policy when I took the
position I did and we got involved in the Irish
peace process, and I was mildly unpopular
in Great Britain for a day or two. And there
are all kinds of crazy theories about it. And
finally, I told the British Prime Minister,
whom I actually like very much, ‘‘Mr. Major,’’
who was Mr. Blair’s predecessor, I said, ‘‘you
know, this is going to be good for you be-

cause you just can’t have this thing going on
forever, and there are 44 million Irish-
Americans, Catholic and Protestant. It’s the
big diaspora. And we can help Ireland if they
can make peace. And you should be glad we
did this. In the end, it will be good.’’

I think now most people in Great Britain
would tell you that it was a good thing the
United States got involved and tried to bring
about some, first, movement and then rec-
onciliation. We’re not entirely there yet.
They’re having a few minor arguments about
the details of the Patton report. But for those
of you who care about it, you should be very
grateful to the people on this stage, including
your representative in Congress, Richard
Neal. They were great, and we could never
have done it without him.

Now, I must say, the only bad thing about
the Democrats winning the majority in the
House of Representatives and increasing his
influence is, I hate to see Peter King cry.
[Laughter] Otherwise, it would be a total
unmixed blessing for America if we won the
majority.

Let me say, too, how grateful I am to the
people of Massachusetts for what you’ve
done and been for me and Hillary and Al
and Tipper Gore. In 1996, I got—Ted
Kennedy never tires of telling me—the high-
est percentage of the vote in the country in
the State of Massachusetts. You were good
to me, and I appreciate it. And the second
highest in ’92, but as he always says, ‘‘Massa-
chusetts is bigger than my home State, so
I got more votes out of Massachusetts.’’ He’s
always working an angle, Ted is. [Laughter]
That’s what I heard when I got the first letter.
[Laughter]

Let me say to all of you, one of the things
I admire about your Congressman, besides
the fact that he’s a really good person and
wonderful to be around, is that he has, I
think, the right kind of balance in a Rep-
resentative. He cares about all the local
issues. There’s not a single local issue in your
congressional district that can be dealt with
in any way, shape, or form at the Federal
level that he couldn’t stand up here and give
a discourse on. He cares about national pol-
icy and how it affects people who live in his
district.
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But he also cares about how America re-
lates to the rest of the world and whether
we are a stronger, more secure, more decent
country. And he knows that that helps people
all over America, including the people who
live in his district. And that’s about all you
can ask for somebody in Congress. If every-
body thought that way, if everybody worked
that way, if everybody had the same willing-
ness to work with people who have good
ideas, whether they’re Democrats or Repub-
licans, and if everybody would rather get
something done than have another fight and
get 15 more seconds on the evening news,
we’d get more done here, and we’d move
even faster.

This is the first time in 26 years I haven’t
been on the ballot. Most days, I’m okay about
that. [Laughter] My party has a new leader.
My family has a new candidate. [Laughter]
I’m sort of the Cheerleader in Chief in Amer-
ica now. But as I think about all the progress
our country has made, first, I’m grateful for
whatever role that our ideas and actions had
in it, and our administration. But secondly,
I’d just like to say that, to me, when the Vice
President says, ‘‘You ain’t seen nothing yet,’’
it sounds like a campaign slogan, but I actu-
ally believe that.

The country is kind of like a big ocean
liner, and it’s hard to turn it around. That’s
how come the Titanic hit the iceberg. They
saw it, but not in time. So we’ve been work-
ing for 8 years to turn this thing around. And
you heard—Richard gave you all the statis-
tics; we’re going to pay off $360 billion off
the national debt before I leave office—not
just get rid of the deficit—to pay the debt
down.

But the question is before us here, in the
national races—the race for President, in
every Senate race, every House rate—is, now
what? Okay, so unemployment is down; pov-
erty is down; business starts are up; home-
ownership is at an all-time high. The poverty
rate among minorities is the lowest ever re-
corded. The poverty rate among women is
the lowest recorded in 46 years. Unemploy-
ment rate among women the lowest in 40
years, which is truly astonishing since the
participation of women in the work force is
so much higher today than it was 40 years
ago. Crime is at a 30-year low. Welfare is

at a 32-year low. We’ve proved you can im-
prove the economy and the environment, be-
cause the air is cleaner; the water is cleaner;
the food is safer. We’ve set aside more land
than any administration except Theodore
Roosevelt’s, in the history of the country.

So what are you going to do with that?
That’s really the big issue here. I say this all
the time, but sometimes it’s harder to make
a good decision in good times than it is to
make a good decision in bad times. I’m sure
a lot of people voted for me in 1992 thinking,
‘‘God, I’m really taking a chance. This guy,
he doesn’t look old enough be President.’’
I didn’t have gray hair then. [Laughter] ‘‘He’s
from this little State. I’m not sure I know
where it is. His opponents all say he’s ter-
rible. I’m really taking a chance here.’’ But
you really weren’t taking much of a chance,
because the country was in trouble, and we
had to do something different.

Now, the country is in good shape, and
you have to decide what to do. There are
a lot of young people here, but I think I’m
confident in saying that, maybe even includ-
ing Father Leahy, there’s not a person in this
room who’s over 30 years of age who hasn’t
at least on one occasion in your life made
a significant mistake, not because times were
so tough but because times were so good,
you didn’t think you had to concentrate. That
happens to countries as well as people.

So the reason I’m going around the coun-
try trying to help people like your Congress-
man and talking everywhere I can about this:
I just don’t want America to miss this magic
moment. You heard Richard say, we can be
out of debt in 12 years. Should we do it?
I think we should. Why? Because if we do,
if we keep paying that debt down, interest
rates will stay lower; businesses will borrow
more money, expand more, hire more peo-
ple, raise wages more; the market will be
higher. And if you keep interest rates a per-
cent lower, it’s worth about $390 billion in
lower home mortgage payments, $30 billion
in lower car payments, $15 billion in lower
student loan payments in 10 years. That’s
pretty good money.

We could revolutionize our schools over
the next 10 years. We could have every child
in a school that’s functioning at a national
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level of educational efficiency and excel-
lence. We could have all the kids that need
to be in Head Start, in Head Start. We could
have all the kids that need to be in after-
school programs and not on the street, in
after-school programs getting mentoring,
new computer instruction, all that stuff. We
could do it.

We could provide health care coverage to
all the working families in this country who
don’t have it. We could reverse the tide of
global warming and actually increase the rate
of economic growth by an explosion of the
development of new engines, new fuels, and
new conservation technologies in America.
We could do it.

We could use the human genome project
to tell every mother what her newborn baby’s
future health will likely be like, what all the
problems are, by the time she brings the baby
home from the hospital. It could change
childrearing and take life expectancy, within
10 to 15 years, to 90 years. We could do it.

We could become a much greater force
for ending the plagues of AIDS, TB, malaria,
poverty in the world in a way that would actu-
ally increase America’s wealth because we’d
have better trading partners. And that’s just
a partial list of what we could do. I also think
you’re going to find out what’s in the black
holes in outer space and the deepest depths
of the ocean, which, ironically, may be even
more surprising.

But you have to decide to do it. It means
you’ve got to make the right decisions in
these elections based on economic policy,
crime—you can make America the safest big
country in the world. Gun crime down 35
percent; crime has dropped 7 years in a row
for the first time ever. You could make Amer-
ica the safest big country in the world. You
could do all this stuff, but you’ve got to de-
cide to do it.

And I know I’m a Democrat, and I know
I’m prejudiced—[laughter]—but that’s the
only thing I’m prejudiced about. But I think
you’ve got a good person representing you
in Congress. And I think I know now; after
8 years, I know.

And I also agree with what Richard Neal
said about Ted Kennedy. He is probably the
most effective legislator in the Congress, I
think. I’ve said this before, and I like to turn

his Irish face red, but I think that I’m some-
thing of an American history buff. I think
I know a little bit about the history of this
country, and I believe that any historian who
is well informed who had to list the 10 great-
est United States Senators in the history of
the Republic would have to put his name on
that list. I want you to know why I said that.
Because every time I say that, I earn the right
to hand him a little card for something.
[Laughter]

So I want you all to be happy. I want you
to be happy about this good time. But I don’t
want you to be careless about the election.
It’s not so much a matter of party as it is
philosophy. I really believe that this country
works best when we say, ‘‘Everybody counts.
Everybody deserves a chance. We all do bet-
ter when we help each other.’’

And I’ll just close with this thought.
There’s a new book out which is selling rea-
sonably well, called ‘‘Non Zero,’’ by a man
named Robert Wright. He wrote a book a
few years ago some of you probably read,
called ‘‘The Moral Animal.’’ And ‘‘Non Zero’’
is a reference to game theory. A zero-sum
game is like the Presidential race: In order
for one person to win, somebody has to lose.
A non-zero-sum game is a game in which
in order for you to win, the other person play-
ing the game also has to win. And the argu-
ment of the book is that as societies become
more and more complicated, and we become
more and more interdependent, both within
our Nation’s borders and beyond our bor-
ders, humanity has a chance to improve and
progress because we are inevitably forced to
try to find more and more non-zero-sum so-
lutions where we all win.

You know, I never thought I was right
about everything. And on those important oc-
casions—all too few—when I could work
across party lines, I think I’ve learned some
things, and America has been strengthened.
I’ve learned some things about Ireland from
Peter King. I think we made a good balanced
budget agreement, because it was bipartisan.
I could go through a lot of others. But this
country does not need dividers. This country
needs unifiers, and it needs people who have
enough sense to understand the connection



2254 Sept. 28 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

between what goes on in Springfield, Massa-
chusetts, connected to Washington, DC, con-
nected not just to Ireland but what happens
half a world away.

You’re lucky enough to have a person like
that in Congress. I hope you’ll leave him
there forever, and I hope between now and
November you will share some of these
thoughts with your friends not only in Massa-
chusetts but in other States.

This is a very important opportunity for
the American people to make a good deci-
sion. In my lifetime we’ve never had a chance
like this to build the future of our dreams
for our children—never. We’ve never had so
much prosperity and social progress with the
absence of internal crisis or external threat.
It may not roll around again for another 50
years, so you make the most of it. And mean-
while, take care of him.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:06 p.m. at the
Phoenix Park Hotel. In his remarks, he referred
to Representative Neal’s wife, Maureen Neal; Fa-
ther William B. Leahy, president, Boston College;
and former Prime Minister John Major and Prime
Minister Tony Blair of the of the United Kingdom.
Representative Neal is a candidate for reelection
in Massachusetts’ Second Congressional District.

Remarks on the Children’s Health
Insurance Program

September 29, 2000

Thank you very much. Thank you. Good
morning. Thank you, Debbie. She did a good
job, didn’t she? Let’s give her another hand.
[Applause] Thank you. I would also like to
ask the rest of her family to stand: her hus-
band, Chris; and her son, Brian; her daugh-
ter, Melissa. Let’s give them a big hand there.
[Applause] There they are. Thank you for
being here.

I also want to thank the advocates, whom
Secretary Shalala mentioned, and three
elected officials who have strongly, strongly
supported our efforts. First, in the Congress,
Representative Sandy Levin and Representa-
tive Robert Underwood, thank you for your
help. And Linda Cropp from the DC City
Council, thank you for being here.

Let me announce, before I get to the sub-
ject at hand, that I just signed the continuing
resolution which Congress sent me yester-
day, necessary because our fiscal year ends
tomorrow and we have to have a stopgap
funding measure for the Government to run.
But I hope we can now pass the remaining
appropriations bills. September has come
and gone, and Congress still has obligations
to fulfill.

These children behind me have been back
in school for a month, but we still don’t have
the first assignment turned in from Congress,
ensuring that our schools have the resources
to meet the high standards we expect of
them.

Now, let’s get back to this story. Deborah’s
story is all too common in America. There
are millions of our fellow citizens, like her
and her husband, who get up every day, go
to work, play by the rules, and still have a
tough time finding affordable health insur-
ance.

For 8 years now, Secretary Shalala and
Hillary—who I wish could be here today for
this happy announcement—and I have
worked as hard as we could to make sure
families get more health insurance. Yesterday
we had more evidence that our approach is
working. The census data shows that the
number of uninsured Americans fell by 1.7
million in 1999, the first major drop in a
dozen years.

Nearly two-thirds of these newly insured
are children, like many of those who are here
with us today. Since I signed the CHIP pro-
gram into law, 2.5 million children have been
able to get insurance through this program.
In our budget, Vice President Gore and I
have proposed a family care initiative, which
would take care of the second part of
Debbie’s statement. It would expand CHIP
to cover the parents of eligible children.

If we do this, we could cover a quarter
of all the uninsured children and families in
America and, I might add, those that are
most at risk and need the health insurance
most. Parents like Deborah and Chris
Bredbenner know what a difference health
insurance can make—you just heard it—not
just in emergencies but for routine care.


